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LORI	B.	GERVAIS	

Women of all ages and stages are invited to join us for a 
day of learning and sharing  

Sat., November 3rd at Madison: First UMC 
OR 

Sat., November 17th at Wauwatosa: Wauwatosa Ave UMC  

9:00 am ‐ 3:30 pm  
Registra on opens at 8:15 am at each site 

Registra on fee: $5     Lunch is on your own 

Following the Keynote Address at 9:15 am, par cipants will choose two workshops:  
Advanced Investment Topics;   Living your Faith through your Legacy;                            

Faithful Budge ng;  Planning for Re rement;   Inves ng for Beginners;   or                                                                  
Preparing Legally for all Stages and Changes in Life. 

To register:  go to www.wumf.org and click on Register for Wise Women Events 

For more info: call the Founda on at  1‐888‐903‐9863               
Sponsored by a grant from the Wisconsin United Methodist Founda on 

WISE	WOMEN	DO	FINANCES!	

Lori B. Gervais, CFP®,              
Senior Vice President,               
The Gervais Group,                    

Robert W. Baird & Co, Mequon 

WISE	WOMEN	INVEST	
WITH	PURPOSE	

Lori will address various roles 
women have throughout their 
lifetimes and the importance of 
staying on top of their finances 
at every life stage. She will 
inspire us to become more 
financially savvy and provide us 
with steps to get started.   

A Report of the United Methodist Foundation to the Wisconsin Annual Conference 

Foundation 
Focus on the  Summer 2012 

 

    Kenosha Wesley UMC is making plans to flip their 
sanctuary and narthex areas. With help from the 
Foundation, they were able to raise over $200,000 in a 
Capital Campaign to begin to make this plan a reality.  
This project has been long in the making and took 
some “dreaming” to get to this point.                 
    In 2006, Kenosha Wesley created a task force to 
examine their space needs in order to accomplish their 
ministry goals. That task force looked at how much 
their congregation is growing and expanding their 
programs. A vision was outlined with three areas of 
emphasis for growth: Families, Missions, and Music. 
In 2008, they entered into their first Capital Campaign 
to raise money needed for building repairs and seed 
money for the Building Committee to start exploring 
expansion of the church facilities. They added a new 
Celebration Worship Service in 2008.  
     In 2011, their GPS Committee (Guiding, Planning, 
Serving) struggled with what to do to enlarge the 
sanctuary. There were limitations to making it larger  

Kenosha Wesley Plans to Flip! 

Kenosha Wesley UMC is considering plans to flip their sanctuary 

Annual Stewardship Retreat              
Offers Many Options  

 WHAT? The 5th Annual Stewardship Retreat, 
sponsored in part by the WUMF, is a great place to 
learn the principles of financial stewardship and de-
velop a 3-5 year stewardship plan for your church.  
Attendees will learn the “how-to” of the Think 
Greater! Campaign.  Think Greater! is the name of 
the six-week stewardship emphasis for a local 
church in which congregations across the Wiscon-
sin Annual Conference are 
invited to take part this fall.   

WHERE? Pine Lake Camp 

WHEN? You have many 
options. You can attend one 
of several Drive-In-Days, or the full retreat. August 
16 is a Drive-In-Day to learn about the Think 
Greater! Campaign. August 16-August 17 is the 30 
hour full retreat to have time and training to devel-
op a 3-5 year stewardship plan and attend various 
workshops. August 17 is a Drive-In-Day to attend 
various workshops, including the “Freed-Up from 
(Personal) Debt” program. August 18 is a Drive-In- 
Day to learn how to use the Think Greater! Cam-
paign.   

WHO? Clergy and laity are encouraged, but not 
required, to attend as a team.   

WHY? A great way to get excited as a group about 
what God is calling your church to do in the area of 
stewardship.  Learn from experts, talk to colleagues, 
have a relaxing, focused time to work. 

HOW? Visit wumf.org for workshop listings. Reg-
ister at 877-WIS-CAMPS or www.WIUMCamps.org. See Kenosha Wesley Continued on Page 5 
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Church Loans 

Suamico UMC Celebrates Early Mortgage Payoff 

     Suamico UMC has the distinction of being the first church 
in the Wisconsin Annual Conference to secure a mortgage 
loan from the Foundation. Following the completion of a 
successful building project, the church approached the Foun-
dation in 2002 for a loan to refinance the remaining debt with 
their local lender. By reducing their interest rate from 8.00% 
to 5.75%, this new Foundation loan saved the church about 
$500 per month on their monthly payments. We celebrate 
now with Suamico UMC as this savings has allowed them to 

“ b u r n 
t h e i r 
mortgage” 
in just eleven years - four years ahead of schedule!  

     Suamico’s original building consisted of the sanctu-
ary and a basement. “The old basement served its pur-
pose well; the church’s early ministry grew up in that 
space” said current pastor, Rev. Dee Merritt. The new 
building addition has served as a tool for mission and 
ministry by “moving us out of the basement into the 
light” according to former pastor, Rev. Jane Daniels, 

who was serving Suamico at the time. The new space, which consisted of nine classrooms, a nursery, fellow-
ship hall and commercial kitchen area, restrooms, and office area, has allowed the congregation to expand 
their mission work and outreach into the community. “Seasoned Seniors” dinners are held seven months of 
the year, reaching out to seniors in the area with a home 
cooked meal and program. The Northwest Technical Col-
lege has started utilizing their space to provide classes as 
well.       

    When the nursery was moved out of the dark basement, 
the new addition provided separate spaces for infants and 
toddlers as well as dedicated meeting areas for each Sun-
day School class, including adults. In addition, the fellow-
ship hall became a dedicated fellowship area and the youth 

group was granted a Youth 
Room in the new building.  

      Could YOUR congrega-
tion reduce its current debt payments by refinancing with the Wisconsin United 
Methodist Foundation? This may provide the opportunity to redirect money 
toward mission and ministry. Review our loan rates on our website or give Ellen 
LaWall, Foundation Loan Officer, a call at 1-888-903-9863.                                           

Church Loan Rates 
as of  May 22, 2012 

1 year:       3.375% 

3 year:       3.625% 

5 year:        4.00% 

10 year:        5.125% 

Line of credit 4.00% 

Suamico’s new education addition began in 2000 

Suamico United Methodist Church 

A bright, busy nursery welcomes children 

Planned Giving 
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Grants to churches or agencies for new and creative ministries throughout Wisconsin. 

Planned Giving Services to individuals so they can make a lasting impact on ministries that are 
important to them.  When meeting with individuals, our first question is, “What are your goals?” 

Stewardship Services to help congregations develop a year-round stewardship program that will 
secure the financial resources required to continue and expand ministries. 

Mortgage Loans designed for qualifying churches, offering low interest rates and flexible terms. 

Thank you to the many foresighted clergy and their families who have established Permanent Endowment 
Funds through the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation for the benefit of Christ and the Church. 

A permanent endowment fund is a gift that keeps on giving in perpetuity.   The original gift is invested, while 
the earnings and a portion of the growth in the fund are used every year for mission and ministry.  The en-
dowment funds currently established by clergy and clergy families include: 

Gifts that Make a Difference!                                     
Permanent Endowment Funds established by Clergy Families 

Rev. F. Norman and Enola R. Barthel              
Memorial Endowment - to benefit the Schmitt 
Woodland Hills Benevolent Care Fund 

Carl Berry Clergy Enrichment Fund - used to 
fund the Clergy Tax Seminar 

Carl Berry Camping Program Outdoor              
Christian Education Endowment Fund -             
earnings support the Camping Endowment Fund 

Eleanor Briggs Scholarship Fund - seminary 
student scholarships in memory of Alvin Briggs 

Marion Jane Christensen Endowment Fund - 
to assist WI Church Women United members in 
attending seminars and enrichment programs  

Conklin Rural Church Education Grant -             
provides grants for new or innovative program-
ming in the Sunday School/education area 

Harvey Endowment Fund - scholarships in 
memory of Elmer and Kathryn Harvey given to 
persons preparing for a career in ministry or             
education 

Deane and Mary Irish Memorial Fund - income 
shall be for mission projects as determined by the 
Foundation President 

Licensed Local Pastor Endowment Fund -     
assists local pastors with scholarships to Course of 
Study School 

Rivers School of Christian Mission Scholarship 
Fund - to provide scholarships to encourage 
younger women (under 45) to attend the                   
Wisconsin Conference School of Christian Mission 

Stefan Scholarship Endowment - to assist a             
student under the care of BOOM attending           
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary 

Walker-Larson-Stevens Scholarship Trust - 
provides scholarships to graduates of Red Bird 
Mission 

For information on including a bequest to establish 
an Endowment in your will, call the Foundation at   
1-888-903-9863.   
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Services Offered by the WUMF:  

Investment Service for local United Methodist Churches. We provide a careful and conservative 
investment approach for church money offering competitive returns, accountability, and permanency. 

Endowment Services for churches to develop permanent funds and raise awareness of how 

contributing to these funds can enrich ministries along with Assistance to the wills, memorials, and 
estate planning programs. 

Capital Campaign Services tailored to your congregation. 

     Mirabel and Roy Deming have always had a 
passion for providing economic justice for all 
God’s children. In the beginning of their ministry, 
Roy served as a founding member of United Meth-
odist Children’s Services of Wisconsin. In 2004 he 
and Mirabel established a Charitable Gift Annuity, 
naming United Methodist Children’s Services as 
the charitable beneficiary.   

     Roy’s illness was already taking 
its toll on him at the time he and 
Mirabel established this gift. When 
he died, Mirabel continued to re-
ceive the same fixed dollar amount 
annuity payments each year for the 
rest of her life.  

     A few years after Roy died, Mir-
abel established another charitable 
gift annuity.  At the time Mirabel 
was 83. Today the rate for a single person age 83 is 
7.4%. Mirabel made a gift of $4,000 to establish her 
second gift annuity and named the Bread for the 
World Institute in Washington, DC as the ultimate 
charitable beneficiary. 

     A Charitable Gift Annuity is a form of charita-
ble giving that is part gift – a contribution of mon-
ey or property to a church or ministry – and part 
annuity – an arrangement under which the Foun-
dation agrees to pay the donor(s) fixed payments 

Thank you, Mirabel and Roy Deming, for your Witness and Generosity! 

for life. At the death of the last designated annuitant, 
your church or designated ministry receives 80% of 
the funds remaining in the annuity account. The final 
20% remains in the Foundation’s annuity reserve ac-
count. A Charitable Gift Annuity can be established 
through the Foundation for $2,000 or more. The an-
nuity rate is determined by the age of the annuitant(s) 

at the time the donor(s) create the 
Charitable Gift Annuity.   

     Mirabel passed away on October 
26, 2011.  In addition to the legacy 
she and Roy left through their chil-
dren and grandchildren, they also 
made significant gifts from these two 
Charitable Gift Annuities. United 
Methodist Children’s Services re-
ceived a gift of $7,090 from their orig-
inal joint Charitable Gift Annuity. The 

Bread for the World Institute received $2,649 from 
Mirabel as a final expression of her abiding concern 
for the hungry, the poor, and the disadvantaged. 

     Please contact Bill Helwig or Jean Ehnert Nicho-
las to determine how a Charitable Gift Annuity might 
be advantageous to you. Under absolutely no obliga-
tion, you can receive personalized information to as-
sist you in making important decisions about this 
wonderful opportunity to give. For a complete list of 
the current rates, call our office at 1-888-903-9863.  

Grants 
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Foundation Grant Helps Minocqua go “WOW!” 

     Recently Minocqua: Church of the Pines added a 
large new multipurpose area with classrooms and a 
large room they call the Ministry Center. This won-
derful addition created an opportunity for new min-
istries within the church as they use the building as a 
tool for mission and ministry in Minocqua. But they 
needed to decide what ministry they should focus on 
and how to fund it.  After nearly a year and a half of 
planning by the Christian Education and Disciple-
ship Committee “WOW!” was launched last fall. 
“WOW!” stands for Worship on Wednesdays! 
Through a grant from the Wisconsin United Meth-
odist Foundation, they were able to purchase curric-
ulum for the program and stretch their other funds 
to get the program off the ground. 

     In the past, the Church of the Pines seemed to 
struggle to get 10 kids to come to church on Sun-
days, let alone their parents. So the planning team 
developed a program for children and their families. 
Now 80 to 110 people come each Wednesday even-
ing, including entire families, for classes, dinner and 
worship. 

     There are classes for younger children after 
school. There is a delicious dinner prepared and 

Kids at Minocqua Church of the Pines meet as part of WOW! 

Families eat and worship together as part of WOW! 

served from their new kitchen. After dinner there is 
a worship service that embraces a variety of wor-
ship styles. Youth group for older kids and an adult 
education opportunity follows worship. The pup-
peteers and confirmation class also meet on 
Wednesdays.   

     Kids have an active part of worship as they pre-
pare slide shows and videos for the “WOW!” ser-
vice. Andrea Yates, Children, Youth, and Family 
Ministries Coordinator, says she is thrilled to see 
families worship together and is happy to see all the 
parents that may have been missed before. She is 
noting that many people are inviting their friends 
and neighbors to “WOW!” 

     If your church has a new or creative ministry 
which grant money from the Foundation may help 
you start, see our website at www.wumf.org for 
guidelines and an application, or call Emily Peter-
son at 1-888-903-9863. The deadline is always Sep-
tember 1. Start now to begin your own “WOW!” - 
Whatever that might stand for in your congrega-
tion!   
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Planned Giving 

     Gifts Don’t Always Happen 
Overnight! 

     Sometimes it can take years for a planted seed 
to turn into a harvest. In early July 1995, I visited 
with Mr. Nevin Taylor of Chetek who was 78 
years old at the time. His first wife, Gladys, had 
passed away a few years earlier. Nevin was re-
thinking the plans for the rest of his life. While 

visiting with Nevin for a few hours on that pleas-
ant summer afternoon we talked about the vari-
ous charitable giving ideas he was considering. 
One of the causes Nevin wanted to remember in 
his estate planning was the building fund of the 
Chetek United Methodist Church. Eighteen 
months later I learned that Nevin had remarried 
and his life had taken on a new direction. 

     Fifteen years later, in October 2011, I received 
a letter from the Trustee of the Nevin O. Taylor 
Revocable Trust informing me that Nevin had 
passed away on June 10, 2010. In his Trust, Nevin 
had designated $90,000 to be sent to the Wiscon-
sin United Methodist Foundation and held in 
trust for the building of a Sunday School addition 
to the Chetek church. However, Nevin’s wishes 
stipulated that in the event that the Sunday School 

addition had not been com-
menced within two years of 
the date of Nevin’s death, that 
the monies shall be used to 
remodel and furnish the kitch-
en. 

     In my follow-up conversa-
tions with the Pastor of the 
church, I learned that both of 
Nevin’s goals had been ac-
complished. The congregation 
had completed an addition on the church which 
increased classroom space for the Sunday School 
and the kitchen had been remodeled to provide 
greater opportunities for regular community and 
church meals. It was my joy recently to send the 
Chetek United Methodist Church a check for just 
over $90,000. The next Sunday the congregation 
learned their building debt had been significantly 
reduced!  How exciting to deliver a gift first 
envisioned over 16 years earlier!  

     What seeds can we help you plant in your con-
gregation? Or what mission and ministry goals 
have been on your mind for many years? Call me 
at 1-888-903-9863 to talk about ways of making 
your vision a reality.   

Letter from the President 

Bill Helwig                
Foundation President 

Members of the Chetek UMC in their new kitchen 

The mission of the Wisconsin United 
Methodist Foundation is to be the 
primary resource in the Wisconsin 
United Methodist Fellowship for life-
long financial stewardship.  
 

Be sure to visit our website at 
www.wumf.org.  
 

Find us at              
facebook.com/wumf.org                           
and “LIKE US.”  

Planned Giving 
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SOME SELECTED CURRENT 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY RATES  

One Life                  Two Lives 
 

because of load bearing walls and floor plan issues.  One night, 
Margo Fegley, GPS member, had a special dream in which she 
saw the idea to “flip” the sanctuary and narthex areas. Now, 
Wesley plans to reverse the sanctuary and create a new narthex 
and meeting space by enclosing the current narthex, turning 
the sanctuary around, and placing the altar in front of the cur-
rent large narthex window. This will increase seating capacity 
by 57% and will provide natural lighting in the sanctuary. They 
also hope to redesign the current office space and install HD 
monitors. 
     The Foundation was asked to help in this process. In No-
vember 2011, 45 people from 31 households were interviewed 
about their attitudes and opinions about the proposed remod-

eling and renovation projects. After hearing that there was a fairly high level of support in spirit and dollars, 
they went ahead with their second capital campaign, this time with the Foundation’s assistance and guid-
ance.  The intensive phase of the campaign was held from January to Palm Sunday.  Margie Kugler, co-chair 
of the Capital Campaign Committee, says that working with the Foundation gave them a feeling of major 
accomplishment and pride in raising these funds. “We feel that God has called us to be in mission and min-
istry in Kenosha and our updated sanctuary is one tool to make that happen.”   
     Call Lenore Geisthardt, Capital Campaign Coordinator, at 1-888-903-9863, to learn how your church can 
use the Foundation services to help your building be a tool for mission and ministry in your community.   

“Goodie bags” are given out at the Campaign Kickoff 

Kenosha Wesley Continued from page 1... 

Age 60   4.4% Ages 60 & 60 3.9% 
Age 65   4.7% Ages 65 & 65 4.2 % 

Age 70   5.1% Ages 70 & 70 4.6% 

Age 75   5.8% Ages 75 & 75 5.0% 

Age 80   6.8% Ages 80 & 80 5.7% 

Age 85   7.8% Ages 85 & 85 6.7% 

Age 90+   9.0% Ages 90 & 90 8.2% 

Did you Know...Charitable Gift Annuities can 
provide additional income for persons with assets 
they feel called to give away? If you have a CD or 
some shares of stock or mutual funds that are cur-
rently underperforming, you might consider estab-
lishing a Charitable Gift Annuity. You can increase 
your income through fixed income annuity pay-
ments, remove the asset from your estate, and have 
the assurance of making an ultimate gift to the 
church or ministry of your choice at the time of your 
death. Call our office today at 1-888-903-9863 and 
ask for a Charitable Gift Annuity Application.    

You can make donations through the WUMF online!   
Go to WWW.WUMF.ORG and click on “DONATE” to see how easy it is! 

For information on how you can make a gift to your church or ministry using                   
 Life Insurance   Appreciated Stock   Mutual Fund Shares   Land or Property    

Call the Foundation Office today at 1-888-903-9863 or email us at wumf@wumf.org 


