
 “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men 
will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour 
out my Spirit in those days.” Joel 2:28-29 
    
When I arrived at the Wisconsin United Methodist Foun-
dation on July 1, 1992 few if any scholarships were being 
awarded by the Foundation.  Then in 2001 the Founda-

tion unexpectedly received a be-
quest from the estate of Vera Du-
eno.  Although the bequest was 
unrestricted, we did learn Vera had 
a strong commitment to education 
and we decided to establish a 
Scholarship Endowment.  Every 
year since then we have awarded 4 
scholarships in her name to out-
standing Wisconsin United Meth-
odist college students planning to 
teach or work in service to others.  
That event sparked the genesis of 

my dream.  Since then several other kind and generous 
donors have established funds to award scholarships as 
well.  And a number of friends and acquaintances join us 
each year with an annual gift to fund a “Scholars Award”.  
If you turn to pages 4 & 5 you can see the many faces of 
students from all across Wisconsin who benefited from 
the 2009 scholarships.  In addition we were able to award 
scholarship grants to 23 Wisconsin students attending 
seminary in preparation for ministry in the church.  You 
can help this dream to grow even larger!  I have come to 
believe that the “Day of the Lord” is always ready to 
dawn upon us.  God’s spirit is just around the corner,  
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Loans Provide Funds for 
Church Repairs  

Damaged shingles,  
loose bricks and 
cracked cement were 
among the building 
issues that faced 
Plainfield UMC. 
The congregation 
decided to undertake 
a building restoration 
project  at a cost of 
about $75,000 to 
complete all of these 
repairs.  Two funding 
strategies financed 
this project.  A mortgage loan from the Foundation 
provided the initial funding while the church pro-
ceeded with a fall Miracle Sunday Campaign.  Plain-
field UMC recently celebrated a successful cam-
paign, raising over $40,000 that will be directed to 
paying down their debt.    

An old, inefficient boiler at Emmanuel UMC in 
Appleton was recently replaced with an energy effi-
cient system that also eliminated the need for their 
current hot water heaters.  Emmanuel took advan-
tage of a rebate incentive from We-Energy for this 
installation.  This boiler project was funded with a 
Foundation loan secured by a church investment 
account held at the Foundation. The annual utility 
savings are expected to offset the majority of the 
church’s annual debt service.  The December 2009 
savings amounted to $700. 

Damaged brick and mortar at Plain-
field UMC 
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Stewardship 
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Stewardship Retreat 

I was always under the impression that the 
term “stewardship” was just a fancy name for 
church fundraising.  With that belief and the 
fact that our church and church community 
are dealing with financial difficulties, I decided 
to attend a stewardship retreat this past August 
led by the Foundation.  I thought I would learn 
about and bring back a 
bunch of nifty fundraising 
ideas.  Imagine my sur-
prise when I found out 
how off-base my thinking 
was!  I learned so much 
during that retreat that 
my mind was numb.   

It is always a humbling 
experience to find out 
that you really don’t 
know as much as you 
think you do!  I knew that the Bible speaks of 
tithing and offerings.  However, I did not know 
that the term stewardship originally did not 
have anything to do with the exchange of 
money, and that the meaning has evolved 
over time.  I learned that being a good stew-
ard is a way of life, a verb, not limited to a 
stewardship campaign time frame.  Being a 
good steward can be an act as simple as not 
letting the water run while you brush your 
teeth, to volunteering to teach Sunday School 
without being asked, to sharing your monetary 
abundance to fund a special project.  Any 
time we share from our heart whether it be our 

time, talent, or treasure—we are being good 
stewards.   

I was also very surprised to learn that as a 
church, we should not set our budget accord-
ing to the stewardship campaign results.        
Instead, we should inform the congregation of 

our goals as a church in 
regard to various minis-
tries and projects for the 
upcoming year—before 
the stewardship cam-
paign.  This allows the 
congregation time to be 
prayerful and to give 
consideration to the 
church’s goals. 

I could go on and on, 
but suffice it to say that 
it was a very informative 

and enlightening retreat.  Even though I was 
one of only a few laity in attendance, the 
group of clergy in attendance and the mem-
bers of the Foundation were welcoming and 
friendly.  I would highly recommend this retreat 
to anyone interested in learning more about 
stewardship.  I’d like to close with a Nigerian 
proverb that was shared at the retreat that 
really changed my view of stewardship.  “It is 
the heart that gives; the fingers just let go.”   

Cory Shaw, Wisconsin Rapids UMC 

Cory Shaw, lay member from Wisconsin Rapids UMC, attended the Stewardship Retreat at Pine Lake Camp last 
summer, along with her Pastor, Marty Williams.  The event, sponsored by the Foundation and the Board of Camp 
and Retreat Ministries, was a 24 hour event for clergy and laity to work together to develop a 3-5 year stewardship 
plan.  Cory wrote the article below for her church newsletter.   

Next summer’s retreat will be August 18-19 at Pine Lake, beginning with lunch on Wednesday at noon and ending 
with an early dinner served at 5:00 pm Thursday.  The focus for this retreat will be to develop a 3-5 year steward-
ship plan.  Come by yourself or bring a committee.  Samples of over 25 financial stewardship campaigns will be 
available for review and sample 3-5 year templates will be available.  Register through the Camping Office by call-
ing 1-877-947-2267. 
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When all of the “little” projects needed at Mequon 
UMC started to add up to over $250,000, the trustees 
asked the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation for 
help.  Mequon UMC had borrowed funds to install a 
new roof, boiler and fire alarm system.  They had start-
up costs associated with their new child care center.  
The parsonage was in need of major renovation.  They 
wanted to reduce their debts in order to focus on their 
mission and ministry.   

The Foundation conducted a Pre-Campaign Evaluation 
Study by interviewing 25-30 couples or individuals to 
determine the attitudes and support for a capital cam-
paign.   

After the Pre-Campaign Study, the church decided to 

use the Foundation to help them conduct their Capital 
Campaign.   

Under guidance of the Foundation, a committee of six-
teen busy, talented and creative people met for several 
weeks to plan the campaign.  A “Kickoff Event” with 
worship, information, delicious food and wonderful 
fellowship, was an exciting and meaningful way to get 
information about the campaign to the congregation.  
During the next six weeks there were other gatherings 
held for more inspiration and information. The com-
mittee created a video which showed the repairs needed 
to the parsonage and shared the mission of the child 

care center.  The video was shown at the Kickoff 
Event and other gatherings and was posted on the 
church website. 

The Mequon United Methodist Church set a goal of 
$250,000 and received pledges for 3 years totaling 
$306,000!   

Call Lenore Geisthardt at 1-888-903-9863 to discuss 
how your church may benefit from working with the 
Foundation for your capital campaign.   

Mequon Capital Campaign Hits the Mark 

Mequon parsonage kitchen—BEFORE 

Mequon parsonage kitchen—AFTER 

One way to deal with a leaky roof ! 
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Scholarships are granted each year from scholarship endowment funds es-
tablished through generous gifts from individuals and families.  Scholarship 
recipients are selected based upon leadership and involvement in church, 
school, and community life.  The next scholarship deadline is May 1, 2010.  
There is a common application for most of  these scholarships.  Check 
www. wumf.org  for more information! 

Rafael Cubilette 
Monona                  

Garrett ETS 

Sean Cornell              
Elm Grove UMC               
UW Green Bay 

Kim Hanson                    
Baraboo: Emanuel 

UW Platteville 

Stephanie Begley        
Oshkosh Algoma Blvd 

UW Madison 

Emily Burrows               
Madison: First             

UW Milwaukee 

Eva Bresser                  
Sun Prairie                   

North Central College 

Blake Kirking Kilker                 
Lake Mills                    

Augustana College  

Jenna Maltby            
Menomonee Falls                

UW Madison 

Alyssa Newcomb    
Madison: Asbury          
Univ of Wyoming  

Cassandra Shaker   
Monroe                      

North Central College 

Alyssa Tope                     
LaCrosse: Wesley           

UW Milwaukee 

Susan Zimmerman 
Oshkosh: Wesley         
UW Green Bay 

Katie Estrem-Fuller 
Chippewa Falls:Trinity    

UW Eau Claire 

Thank you to the donors for making these scholar-

ships available. The WUMF scholars awards are sponsored 
by folks like you that are interested in supporting the educa-
tion of bright United Methodist students. Your gifts, com-
bined with others, make possible a scholarship of $500 to 
$1000 in recognition of a student’s many gifts, academic ef-
forts and lived-out examples of servanthood. To help ensure 
the continuation of this program, send your gifts to WUMF 
or call Rev. Bill Helwig at 1-888-903-9863 to discuss your 
role in the scholarship program. 
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Ami Alvarado  
Brookfield: Peace  

UW Madison  

Melinda Freiburger 
Platteville/Belmont 

UW-Platteville  

Teia Larson         
Baraboo: Emanuel  

UW Eau Claire 

Scot Messner           
Clintonville              

UW Stevens Point  

Hana Meihe         
Darlington             

UW Madison 

Courtney Woodward 
Shullsburg                    

UW Platteville 

Anna Overlien         
Baraboo: Emanuel 

UM Twin Cities 

Tyler Bauman                
Albany                            

UW Madison 

Kaylee Miller            
Edgerton                      

UW Green Bay 

Franchesca Besswick              
Monona                                 

Edgewood College 

Claudia Cubilette 
Monona           

Madison Area Tech 

Sahira Rocillo      
Monona                

Madison Area Tech 

Kari Andrews 
Greenfield: First       
UW Milwaukee 

Heather Harrison 
Green Bay: First     

Northland College 

Kevin Henneck        
Mequon               
Princeton 

Taylor Johnson            
Brodhead                   

UW Milwaukee 

Amanda Shaker          
Monroe                      

Clarke College 

Ellen Baker                   
Sturgeon Bay           

Marquette 

Sarah Jean                      
Kirking Kilker                          

Lake Mills                      
Augustana College   

Tiffany Pohle         
Baraboo:  Emanuel             

UW Madison 
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Appleton: Zion Korean UMC Language School  $1,500 
Baraboo Ecumenical - Mission Gathering  $2,500 
Bloomington: Faith Alive Charge Family Church  $1,500 
Chetek UMC - Junior Youth Fellowship  $4,350 
Dodgeville UMC Stephen Ministries  $2,700 
Eagle UMC Youth Ministry Program  $650 
Green Bay: First UMC Reusable tote bags  $750 
Jackson:Still Waters Making Disciples in the 21st Century $2250 
Kenosha: First UMC Youth and Young Adult Ministries  $436 
Lake Geneva: La Resurreccion Tutoring/Citizenship  $2,500 
Lake Geneva: Neighborhood Radio Program  $950 
Manitowoc: St. Paul's UMC Rocking Chairs  $1,200 
Menomonie: The Place Campus Ministry  $2,200 
Milwaukee: Luz a las Naciones Arts/Liturgical Dance  $2,400 
Mineral Point: Parish of the Hills UMC Bright Spots Radio  $2,405 
Neenah: First UMC Broadcasting Ministry  $4,900 
New Berlin: Our Lord's Rotation Sunday School  $2,605 
Oak Creek: UMC Stephen Ministries  $2,700 
Onalaska UMC Community Dinner  $1,000 

The Foundation awarded 25 grants for 
2010 for a total of  $57,753.  Check 

www.wumf.org for further details on how 
your church may apply for a grant for a 
new, creative and innovative ministry.  
The next deadline is February 1, 2010. 

Hmong House of  Good News Begins with WUMF Grant 

In the fall of 2007, the United Methodist Women submitted a grant request to the Foundation for a new mission 
project called Hmong House of Good News.  The target group of the program was the elderly Hmong women in 
the Milwaukee Metro area.  The Foundation awarded an initial grant of $6,000 to assist in the start-up.  Launched 

in February 2008, the Hmong House of Good News was 
founded on the basis of the UMW’s purpose to help Hmong 
seniors to experience freedom as whole persons and to know 
God through fellowship, programs and support services.   

Patricia Ruppe of the Hmong House of Good News reports, 
“Our Hmong elders are 55 or older and Vietnam War refugees 
whose husbands or sons supported the United States.  They are 
from subsistence farming backgrounds and have little or no 
formal education and don’t speak English.  They suffer from 
depression/isolation and other issues relating to the war, as 
well as transitioning to a fast paced American culture.  Their 
younger family members have nicely begun the process of as-
similation into American society but our elders have not.” 

The Hmong House of Good News is located in the heart of 
Milwaukee at Central United Methodist Church. In support of 
the goal to bring the Hmong elders out of isolation and depres-
sion, elders are offered meaningful programs including embroi-

dery, cooking classes, daily exercise, floral arranging, hand and machine sewing, Bible studies and museum field 
trips in the Milwaukee area.  Elders teach and share their gifts with the younger generation of Hmong and the gen-
eral public. During the summer months, they plant vegetables in the garden plot for the meals provided at Hmong 
House of Good News and to take home. 

UMW Hmong House of Good News receives a grant to continue 
in 2010 

Grants Awarded for New and Creative Ministries 

Reedsburg UMC Hispanic Outreach  $7,400 
Rhinelander: UMC Personal Essentials Pantry $1,000 
St. Croix Falls: UMC Chime Choir  $2,125 
Sun Prairie UMC Stephen Ministries  $2,700 
UMW: Hmong House of Good News  $3,500 
Wisconsin Rapids UMC Shot of Grace  $1,542 
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WUMF Offers: 

Investment Service for local United Methodist Churches. We provide a careful and conservative 

investment approach for church money offering competitive returns, accountability, and permanency. 

Capital Campaign Services tailored to your congregation. 

Endowment Services for churches to develop permanent funds and raise awareness of how 

contributing to these funds can enrich ministries. 

Mortgage Loans designed for qualifying churches, offering low interest rates and flexible terms. 

Grants to churches or agencies for new and creative ministries throughout Wisconsin. 

Planned Giving Services to individuals so they can make a lasting impact on ministries that are 

important to them.  When meeting with individuals, our first question is, “What are your goals?” 

Stewardship Services to help congregations develop a year-round stewardship program that will 

secure the financial resources required to continue and expand ministries. 

Assistance to the wills, memorials, and estate planning programs in your church. 

A second Foundation grant of $3,500 has been 
awarded to Hmong House of Good News for 
2010.  This grant is to provide classes for English 
Language Learners and women’s health issues.  It is 
hoped that by helping the women acquire some 
English-speaking skills, general communication is-
sues and public transportation issues can be ad-
dressed. 

Foundation grant funds can be awarded for up to 
three years on a declining scale.  If you have a plan 
for a new and creative ministry that will benefit 
from the help of seed money, please submit your 
application by February 15, 2010.  See 
www.wumf.org for more details or call Karen 
Woods at 1-888-903-9863. 

Good News  - Continued from page 6 Keys to Holding a Successful 
Charitable Gifts Seminar 

“Successful churches that receive a number of planned 
gifts offer frequent teaching seminars and mailings re-
garding the variety of possibilities members should con-
sider as good stewards of their resources. Education, 
more education and continuous education is the way to 
promote planned giving in your church.”* Here are some 
steps to help your event be successful:    

Call the Foundation to set a date and get publicity 
ideas 

Select a target audience - often age 50+ 
Arrange for 90 minutes at prime attendance time 

(other than worship!) 

Invite selected participants through special invitation  

Follow up with phone invitation 
Invite others, including circuit churches, through 

newsletter/announcements 

Having a meal? Get a count 
Answer these questions with a NO:  Will I have to 

share my personal financials? Will I be pressured to 
make a gift?   
*  Herb Mather and J.Clif Christopher in Holy Smoke! 
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Loans article  - Continued from page 1 

waiting for us to dream a dream or see a vision. If 
we can dare to act upon our dreams the results can 
generate LOVE BEYOND ALL EXPECTA-
TIONS! 
 
The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
would be honored to help your dream become a 
reality as well.  Call us toll free at 1-888-903-9863. 

 

 

 

William F. Helwig, President 

Check the WUMF 
website for cur-
rent interest rates 
if your church 
needs a loan for 
building repairs.  
Call Ellen, Loan 
Officer at 1-888-
903-9863. 

Dream with Me - Continued from page 1 

CHURCH LOAN RATES AS OF 
 January 18, 2010 

1 year: 4.00%         
 3 year: 4.25%  
5 year:  4.625%         
10 year: 5.875%  

Line of Credit: 4.625% 

For 2009 annual investment performance of 
Foundation funds, go to our website at 

http://www.wumf.org/invFF/invReturns.html 


